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ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE RESPIRATORY AND CIRCU- 
LATING FUNCTIONS. 
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B. Imperfect aeration of the blood from disordered function of the ore fe. 


The chration of the blood is immediate! dependent upon the nerves 
Sho. lenge’ tony be oven ganglionic or organic 
The lungs may be sound duly filled with air, but 

of aeration is not performed without the aid of these nerves. A 


of the imperfect sction of nerves is very 

in typhous and typhoid fevers and other diseases, and especially in ery- 
sipelas, scarlet fever, malignant cholere, and some forms of dyspacea and 
asthma. Jt causes the respiration to be frequent, irregular, sighing, and 
anxious. The patient, while possessed of consciousness, 


e asthma with pr — by Laennec, affords 
an example of this imperfect arterialization from d — 7 — 
— In cases of this kind,” sa — — 4e the 


— — — 
or, in other 


standing the motions of respiration are continued, through the influence 
several essive full inspirations, a ; want of further 
remains. If this kind of breathing continues, in any aggravated degree, 
for a considerable length of time, it ordinarily becomes complicated with 
a torpor of the brain and respiratory nerves, and the patient sinks into a 
state of asphyxia. This appears to be the most common fatal termina- 
than he enjoys. Tha longs, dined they are in 
manner for an adult, nevertheless have not capacity enough to 
18 
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the wants of the system. This affection is sufficiently common in per- 
sons affected with chronic mucous catarrhs, attended by a copious and 
easy expectoration. In such cases, the 2 is frequently very in- 
tense, and is sometimes so aggravated by the slightest motion, that the 

patient, though otherwise in pretty good health, is condemned to a life of 
inactivity, or even to an almost complete state of immobility. Attacks 
of asthma, however, rly so called, are less frequent in such sub- 
jects, than in those a with the dry catarrh. In these latter cases, 
the imperfection and small extent of the respiration easily account for 
the oppressed breathing. But in the others, even during the severest 
attacks, the with which the respiration is is 
quite astonishing ; the sound of it is quite puerile; and, as in the 
case of a strong and healthy child, we are sensible of the dilatation of 
the pul cells to their full capacity, and over the whole extent of 


— chest. Nevertheless, the patient is oppressed, and, as J have al- 


ready stated, would require a more extensive respiration than his organi- 


Aàution allows; in other words, the respiration is very perfect, but the 


wants of the system in relation to it are increased beyond the standard 
of health. In such cases it is not in the lungs that we must look for 
the cause of disease, but in the innervation or nervous influence itself ; 
and this will hold equally „even if we adopt the chemical onthe 


respiration, and refer the dyspnoea to an extraordinary want of 
in the blood. If a temporary obstruction of the bronchia by al 

u tient experi an extreme ion.” — $ 
| — periences oppression.” Forbes 
It is a e provision of nature, that there is an intimate connec- 
this set of verning the action of 
: rt; in consequence of which there is ordi a relative 

ion between the function of arterialization cod te 2 
If torpor affects the arterializing nerves of the lungs, it ordina- 
tily affects, at the same time, the nerves of the heart. Hence, while 
the arterializing function is impaired, the heart sends a moderate quantity 
of blood to the lungs to be arterialized, the pulse becoming slow and 
infrequent, or frequent, small and feeble. In the course of typhus, and 
other fevers, the pulse sometimes becomes extremely inſrequent—50, 
40, ned.oven 30 the e: im come this state of the pulse 
—ů— 

is inſrequent may be owing to a torpor either of the motor 
respiratory nerves, or of the organic nerves of the lungs. In the former 
case, the breathing is infrequent, slow and small; the skin livid; and 
there is listlessness or tendency to coma. When the arterializing nerves 
are in fault, the skin is livid ; but the breathing is full, hurried, irregular, 
‘sighing and anxious ; and there is wakefulness, extreme mental anxi 


Cholera. In that disease the morbific cause seems to determine espe- 
cially to the organic system of nerves. In some cases the process of 
arterialination seems at once almost wholly suspended tho peculiar 


and sometimes delirium, succeeded by coma. 
Cholera.—These circumstances are _ manifest in _ 
a 


moan, and other symptoms of disordered 

At the same time the 

ic nerves ext ife is sus while the of the 
Sod medulla oblongata, et ia some degree, 
ness, volition and respiratory motion continue ; W 
this 
state I have seen a patient lie, perfectly pulseless, for more than 
hours, when the functions of organic life gradually revived, and bene. 
like of the 

t physicians, like myself, views pathology 

of this disease, treated their first cases rr 
of the heart with opium, alcohol and stimulants. This attempt, in 
some cases, was too effectual. The heart being excited to action, the 
blood is thrown to the lungs, from which it returns unarterialized to the 
heart; the left ventricle now contracts, and sends the black blood, w 
its usual deadening influence, to the brain and whole system supplied 
the arteries ; re 
Life may continue some time with a total stoppage „ 
IA. blood in the arteries. 


SYMPATHY BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT NERVES CONCERNED IN 
RESPIRATION. 


Such is the sympathy between the different nerves concerned in res- 
piration, that there is rarely disordered function in one class of nerves, 
without some degree of similar disorder in the other class. In the 
diseases which have been adverted to, as examples of the disordered 
in respiration are, in some degree, similarly affected. In typhous fever, 
more prominent, but there is ordinarily also some degree of torpor in the 
organic nerves ; and in many cases it is not easy to decide whether one 
or the other class isthe more affected. ng 

organic nerves, t im aeration 
F the motor nerves, by the para- 


Many diseases, besides those alread gg to, are commonly at- 


tended with deficient aeration of the Dr. Stevens, for many 
years a distinguished practitioner in the West Indies, has particularly no- 
ticed the dark color of the blood in fever, and some other 
diseases of tropical climates. Dr. has made similar observations 


in the autumnal fevers of Savannah. In dyspepsia, hypochondria, and 
From obvious 
causes it occurs in , and other diseases in which there is obstruction 
sitended with thi® condition of the and indeed there. sre few 

by various causes. Attentive ob- 


* 
| | uence | 50. 
* 
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servation of the symptoms in particular cases is requisite to ascertain 
whether there is any mechanical impediment to the expansion of the 
chest, or whether the fault is in the air es, the lungs, the motor 
respiratory nerves, the respiratory muscles, or the organic nerves of res- 
iration. A correct diagnosis in regard to these circumstances is highly 
important in a therapeutic point of view. 
THERAPEUTIC INDICATIONS. 


It is doubtful whether, in any disease, an excessively aerated condition 
the blood is a prominent morbid feature. I suspect that such a con- 
ion sometimes occurs, dependent upon irritative excitement of the or- 
ic nerves, in erysipelas, scarlet fever, and some other diseases ; but, 
F., this state ordinarily is soon followed by collapse, with imperfect — 
arterialization. On the contrary, there are few diseases in which defi- 
cient arterialization does not sometimes occur. Bichat considered it as 
_ by far the most common immediate precursor and cause of death ; and 
I think it has been rendered evident, in the preceding part of this essay, 
a condition of the blood has some degree of injurious influence, 
ious stages, and sometimes throughout the progress, of many 


diseases. 

The general therapeutic indication, therefore, connected with the rela- 
tion between the respiratory and circulating functions, is to promote the ar- 
terialization of the or, in other words, toremedy deficient respiration. 

Contra-indications in cases of deficient respirati 

Stimulants, which ordinarily operate to increase the action of the 
heart, without a corresponding increase of the respiration, should be 
withheld, or given with extreme caution, when the blood is imperfectly 
arterialized. From erroneous pathological views, much injury is done, 
in such cases, with this class of remedies. The deleterious effects of 
such medication in cholera have been already adverted to; and the same 
remarks are applicable to cases — Sham the respiration is in 
a diminished proportion to the pulse. paralyzing influence of the 
imperfectly aerated blood occasions a torpor of the whole system. The 
heart becomes affected with this torpor, and the feeble, small, and some- 

times slow, imperfect pulse seems to indicate debility of this organ. It 
is, however, a torpor or oppression, rather than the debility of exhaustion ; 
the respiration is inadequate to produce that change in the blood which 
renders it fit fully to support the vitality of the organs to which it circu- 
lates; there is omg, Hoe: blood circulating through the lungs than 
liquors, „ quentne, serpentaria, articles which operate to 
the action of the more than thet of the longs, the have 
a most injurious effect. By transmitting an additional quantity of blood 
to the already over-burdened lungs, they cause the whole mass of blood 
in the system to become more deteriorated, and thus to the torpor 


which occasions the apparent debility. Such effects are too frequently 
produced in the progress of typhous fever, typhoid pneumonitis, and 


her diseases, especially in : 
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of the disease one half of the lungs has been obstructed by 
ment. The pulse has been about 90, the respiration 35 or 40. The 
iration has been thus frequent, because one half of the lungs has 
to perform the whole office of arterialization ; yet the tumid, purple 
lips, the general lividity of skin, and some | oppression, ha 


locked. The lungs, almost su 
piration 
0 the accessory, as as ordinary muscles of respirati 
engaged in agonizing labor to aerate the blood. But the lividit 
skin has increased, and the brain, rendered torpid by the black 
circulating in its arteries, scarcely allows the aid of the will to sustain 


deadening influence of the black 

Cases of the above description are not uncommon ; and a less degree 
of the injurious effects of such stimulants, given in the of fevers 
attended with deficient respiration, it is believed, is one of the most com- 
mon errors of medical practice. 

Yet there are cases of deficient respiration—cases attended with abso- 
lute debility or atony—which are benefited by these remedies. Coma 
even sometimes is relieved by full doses of opium ; and in small doses 
opium and other stimulants often may be serviceable in absolutely atonic 
cases. Their operation, however, should be carefully watched; and if 
they increase the action of the heart, without a corresponding increase 


This 4. — the and pulse is aggravated al 

by remedies which operate di to diminish the frequency of reg 
ration. Most of the narcotics, given in full doses, so as to affect 
brain, i vertigo, drowsiness, or coma, have this effect by induc- 
ing torpor of 


moderate doses have a similar 


At length—commonly on the sixth day—there is an effort towards a 
crisis. ‘There is as yet little if any — of the engorgement within 
the lungs ; but there is increased secretion from the broncinal membrane, 
while the secretions of the are ing to be un- 
— he of — nk 5 of life 
administe the purpose of supporting the sinking powers . 
The action of the heart is excited, and the blood is burried — the 
lungs, at once overwhelming the exhausted respiratory powers. Fora 
few moments the system appears to make a renewed struggle to relieve 
itself of the suffocating oppression ; but coma comes on; the respiration, : 
becoming feebler and shorter, soon stops ; and the heart, “ the ultimum 
moriens, after a few more feeble, i lar pulsations, yields under the 
the respiratory | operation | injurious. 
A nutritious diet, by invigorating the circulation, and increasing the 
quantity of blood ; and muscular exercise, by hurrying the circulation, : 
commonly have an injurious effect, in cases of this comparative infre- 
Strychnine in large doses occasions the respiration to be remarkably | 
slow, irregular and infrequent ; while in moderate doses it sometimes | 


The Respiratory and Circulating Functions. 


improves the respiratory function. I am now treating a gentleman for 
paralysis of the tothe dom with this remedy, in whom one sixth of a 
in four times a day produces formication, = pricking pains, and 
t spasmodic twitching of the muscles. While under this 
tion, the ratio between the respiration and pulse is about l to 7 or 8; 
Sn ae healthy ratio, 1 to 44, when not un- 
der the influence of medicine. In this case, however, the strychnine 
does not appear to occasion a deterioration of the blood proportionate to 
the diminished frequency of respiration ; and in less doses it is a useful 
remedy for deficient arterialization depending on a torpor of the organic 
nerves. In such cases it appears to have an exciting operation on the 
arterializing nerves, as might be inferred from its efficacy in some forms 
of asthma and dyspncea, in which a torpor of these nerves is manifested. 
By a similar operation, as before remarked, alcohol, opium, and the 
exciting narcotics generally, in small doses, sometimes have a favorable 
to the organic nerves of the lungs, or to the brain and motor respiratory 
nerves, occasioning the breathing to be more full and easy, and the blood 
to be more perfectly aerated. In some epidemics these effects are so 
uniform that the physician learns to prescribe such remedies in particular 
cases, with almost — — Aside ſrom — 
epidemic liarities, ver, a consideration of the attending 
itioner to calculate on a favorable operation of such remedies, in 
cases of imperfect arterialization of the blood. As before observed, when 
are found to excite the circulatory more respiratory func- 
tion, their operation will be injurious. 5. 
These are, 
Ist. Remedies which diminish the action of the heart and arteries. 
2d. Remedies which excite and invigorate the motor respiratory 


nerves. 
of the lungs. 
4th. Ventilation. 
Ist. Remedies which diminish the action of the heart and arteries. 
These remedies obviate a disparity between the two functions by re- 
ducing the circulation to a proportion with the respiration. The anti- 
ic medicines generally belong to this class. 
enesection is one of the most important of this class of remedies. 
rn and strong, with a comparative i 
respiration ; or, as occurs in pneumonitis, pleuritis, bronchitis, 
and some other diseases, if the respiration is frequent, but still inade- 


quate to a due aeration of the blood, there can be no question es to the 


4 


are removed ; and the ing may be continued freely. 
In a low typhoid case, only one of these objects is to be accomplished: 
by bleeding, which should be stopped as soon as faintness is induced, or 
the blood assumes a florid, a ized appearance ; or, if possible, the 
disparity between the respiration and the pulse should be obviated by 
other means without bleeding. 

Antimony has a striking effect in diminishing the action of the heart, 
without producing a corresponding diminution of the respiration. In 
cases of inflammatory excitement it is useful in reducing arterial action, 
but it is particularly useful when such excitement is connected with defi- 
cient respiration. 


2 pneumonitis, in which this 
remedy has been em lrg by 
sori, Laennec, and modern writers. the 


tion are and small, the 


—— Marryatt, of Bristol, England, who_poblshed 
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propriety of bleeding to reduce the circulation. There are other cases, 
equally requiring bleeding, in which the indications are less obvious. 

Imperfect respiration, by producing torpor of the heart and arteries, 
through the ordinary influence of the black blood, may render the pulse 
infrequent, slow and feeble. This constitutes what is called the op- 

pressed, depressed, or obstructed pulse. 
This oppressed pulse is common in the congestive variety of a 
fever, in some forms of monitis, and in other diseases. hen a 
vein is opened, the blood runs slowly, and has almost a we tere cee + 
and color; but as the circulation becomes relieved, and the process of 
aeration is better performed, the blood assumes a florid appearance, and 
runs freely. This change in the blood takes place more suddenly when 
some degree of fainting occurs during bleeding, to check or suspend the 
heart’s action ; hence when the principal object of bleeding is to restore 
the balance between the Te and the pulse, and promote the 
aeration of the blood, it is well to encourage fainting by bleeding in an 
“The — lse ina highly inflammatory, or a low 
op may occur in a y i „or a 

typhous — < condition of the system. lu both these conditions, 
bleeding tends to restore the balance between the respiration and the 

pulse. In the former, bleeding is required not yn Bag the pulse | 
to a proportion with the respiration, but also to su infammation— 
ducing and resolving inflammation; but I have found it especialiy 
tients, in this disease, to mae mv their consciousness under the use of 
every hours [gr. x. in six 
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the least sensible operation, either by sickness, stool, sweat, or urine ; and, 

the patients had been unremittingly delirious for more than a 
week, with subsultus tendinum, and all the appearances of hastening 
death, they have perfectly recovered without any other medical aid—a 
clyster every other day excepted.” 

Laennec found tartar emetic successful in hydrocephalus ‘cerebral 
congestion 4. supervening in the course of continued fever,” and 
e debility —also “in nervous affections connected with a con. 
gested state of the brain or spinal marrow.” 

Dr. Graves employs this remedy in delirium tremens, and“ — 
remarkable success at various periods of fever, but principally 
its termination.” In the low of spotted fever, when the symp- 
toms denoted “a combination of primary general nervous excitement 
with a secondary cerebral congestion,” he found a combination of tartar 
emetic with laudanum very successful. ‘“ This method,” he observes, 
‘thas manifestly saved many, many lives, under a combination of cir- 
cumstances apparently hopeless.” —Graves’s Clinical Lectures. 

In the low stages of many febrile diseases, opium may be given ad- 

y in combination with avtimony, when it could not be given 
alone, without danger of producing cerebral congestion. The opium 
allays nervous irritation, exercises its general stimulant operation, and 
thus sustains the powers of life ; while the antimony, by preserving the 
balance between the respiratory and circulating functions, and thus pro- 
SS ee prevents the congesting effects of 

opium. | 

like antimony, operates to diminish the force and frequency of 

tho bear's action, and thus obviates a disparity between the respira 
and circulating functions. It is less powerful than antimony ; but is 
appropriate to some cases, in which the more debilitating effects of anti- 
* be injurious. 
refrigerant salts, nitrate of bitartrate of potassa, sul- 
phate of magnesia, sulphate of soda, &c., reduce the circulation, and in 
iate cases thus have a favorable effect in equalizing the respira- 

— circulating functions. 
the use of antipblogistic remedies, for the purpose under considera- 
tion, the general tone of the is to be observed ; and in low atonic 
cases caution is required, lest their general debilitating effects shall more 
than counterbalance the advantage of equalizing the respiratory and cir- 
culating functions. In low stages of typhous fever, for instance, these 
remedies sometimes may be required for this purpose ; but as it is im- 
t, in such cases, to avoid the occasion of debility and exhaustion, 
it is desirable to equalize the functions by other means; and when de- 
bilitating —＋ — are employed, their operation should be con- 
rt 


tinued no longe necessity requires. 
Digitalis is well known to possess the property of diminishing the 
y and force of the pulse in a remarkable It sometimes 
has a similar effect on the respiration, ially in doses, but not 


in proportion to its effect on the pulse. By virtue of this operation, it 
is often useful in typhus, pneumonitis, erysipelas, scarlet fever, and other 
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S It relieves morbid wake- 
fulness, subsultus tendinum, muttering delirium and coma; and sleep in- 
duced by it is commonly more refreshing than when induced by opium 
and most other narcotics. | 

In a former part of this essay, the remarkable deficiency of respira- 
tion which occurs in delirium tremens has been noticed ; and the success 
with which I have treated this disease, principally with digitalis, induces 
me briefly to describe my general plan of treatment. In 1820, Dr. A. 
L. Peirson, of Salem, Mass. (New Eng. Jour. of Med. and Surg., Vol. 
1X.), recommended digitalis in the treatment of this disease. After 
bleeding, he gave the tincture, in doses of seventy-five drops, every two 
hours. Several years since, we Dy epidemic constitutional 
or some other reason, | observed that opium was less successful in thi 
disease, than it had formerly been in my practice; and I was induced 
to make trial of the digitalis. I commence the treatment of a case 
with a full cathartic dose of calomel, which is followed with the exhibi- 
tion of nitrate of silver,* in doses of gr. 1-8, every hour, or gr. 1-4 
every two hours. If called in the early part of the day, I adopt no di- 
rect means for inducing sleep until night—the natural time for 
In the evening I direct one ounce of tincture of digitalis, of which a 
third part is to be given every two hours until sleep is induced. If this 
fails, the nitrate of silver is resumed and continued through the follow- 
ing day ; and on the following night an ounce and a half of the digitalis 
is directed, one third to be given every two hours. In a great propor- 
tion of cases sleep is induced, and the disease suspended, the first night ; 
and it is very rare that the wakefulness continues through two nights. 
In most cases no other remedies are used; though sometimes, in con- 
nection with them, I direct castor, artificial musk, camphor, or some bit- 
ter infusion, with a blister to the back of the neck, or a wash of tincture 
of cantharis and aqua ammoniz to the scalp. la a few cases the digi- 
talis has been rejected from the stomach, when I have directed smaller 
doses at shorter intervals. Of more than 50 cases, treated on this 
eneral plan, only four have been fatal. One had been tampered with 
2 a quack, before I was called; the second was complicated with a 
severe pneumonitis affecting both lungs ; the third came on in the course 
of a severe dysentery—sleep was induced, but the patient sank, after two 
weeks, with the dysenteric symptoms ; the fourth was complicated with 
erysipelas affecting the face and head, and terminated fatally on the 
ninth day. In the latter three cases, death appeared to be owing less to 
the delirium tremens, than to the diseases with which it was complicated. 

Ergot has even greater efficacy than digitalis in depressing the circu- 
lation. In doses not sufficient to produce any violent effects, it will reduce 
the healthy pulse from 70 to 50 or even 40 in a minute. But at the 
same time it depresses the respiration. While digitalis affects the motor 
nerves of the heart more than it does the respiratory nerves, ergot af- 
fects both, and in most cases the respiratory nerves chiefly. When the 
object is simply to diminish the action of t heart, as in active and irri- 
tative „ have found this remedy incomparably more. valua- 


rer the writer's views of th dy, eee subsequent part of this easy. 
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ble than any other; but on account of its depressing the respiratory 
motions, it is decidedly injurious in cases of deficient arterialization ; and 
it is noticed, in this place, only to contrast its powers with those of 


italis. 
oe inaria Canadensis in its medicinal effects is considerably allied 
to digitalis. It is narcotic and alterative. By its narcotic operation it 
diminishes the frequency and force of the heart’s action; and by virtue 
of this operation, when the circulation is proportionately more active 
than the respiration, it restores an equilibrium of action. It is particu- 
larly useful in diseases of the lungs and bronchial membrane. In pneu- 
monitis, catarrh, croup, and other diseases of the respiratory organs, its 
alterative tion promotes healthy secretion, produces resolution, and 
thus aids the respiratory function, by improving the condition of the 
lungs, while its narcotic operation tends still further to equalize the res- 
i tory and circulating functions by depressing the action of the heart. 
las such cases, when the skin is livid, the cerebral powers are oppressed, 
and other symptoms of imperfect arterialization are manifest, its favora- 
ble operation relieves the cerebral symptoms, and gives a florid hue to 
the skin. As an operation consequent to these effects, the 
e in such cases, oſten becomes more 
and strong —an effect, which probably has occasioned the common, 
but erroneous opinion, that sanguinaria operates directly to stimulate the 
2 of the heart. 
n e doses, sanguinaria, most other narcotics, ge 
torpor the brain and respiratory nerves, with infrequent, slow, and 
— breathing, and its consequences, the ordinary symptoms of 
y xia. 
Colchicum, veratrum, nicotiana tabacum, and lobelia inflata, with 
narcotic and alterative powers like sanguinaria, have also a simi- 
operation in diminishing the action of the heart. 
Polygala Senega, though destitute of narcotic powers, is similar to 
— in its ges py and in its operation on the heart. 
tter operation, y, is dependent on the nauseati 
of the remedy—a property which, in several of the — 7 at ones 
merated, contributes to diminish the action of the heart. 


To be continued.) 
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[Tue writer of the following paper, the Lr 
eight years of age being, it is presumed, the most aged member of the 


medical profession in Massac „who pretends to interest himself in 
the of medicine, with the exception of the venerable and well- 
known author of the ican New Dispensatory, Dr. James Thacher, 
of Plymouth.—Eb.] 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Dean Sin,—It is said that the late Dr. Orne, of Salem, in 1 
cow-parsnip into notice for the cure of the epilepsy. 


. | 7 
2. 
* 
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lately I have supposed that he used the roots of the same plant of which 
I have used the seeds before and since that time, successfully, for the 

psy, and have known of its being used for that purpose in the 
years 1759 and 1773, with success. 

Noticing the article cow-parsnip in Dr. Thacher’s Dispensatory, I 
found that he had described the (imperatoria) masterwort of the old dis- 
pensatories, formerly esteemed a powerful anti-hysteric. And as it was 
not the cow-parsnip I had ever used, I sought for information, saying to 
Dr. Thacher that if Dr. Orne used the article he had described for cow- 
parsnip and which I called masterwort, there were two plants for the 
cure of the epilepsy, and that it ought to be ascertained. The doctor 
writes me that the umbelliferous plant, found wild by and 

feet 


high, &c., and avoided by cattle, which he had described, he considers 
to be undoubtedly the article Dr. Orne used, and that Dr. Bigelow, a 

As the plant Dr. Orne used and Dr. Big calls cow-parsnip is not 
the same plant which I have used and known to be used long ago, as 
aforesaid, for the epilepsy, and I have known to be called by the name of 
com- parsnip, and no other name, by five successive generations of the 
inhabitants of Hatfield, I will endeavor so to describe it as that it may 
be known and identified. It is a tender plant, of which animals are so 
fond as eagerly to devour it, and sheep even the bulb of the root ; there- 
fore rarely found except in dry fields enclosed for mowing. In May, as 
the flowers of the dandelions are decaying, and before the yellow flowers 
of the crowfoot much appear, the seed stalks of what I call cow-parsnip, 
may be seen in said mow-fields (if any. there), standing five or six inches 
„generally in a cluster of leaves, gvith their yellow flowers on um- 
(in form of caraway), and rising to 2 or 23 feet high before the 
seeds are ripe, which is early in August ; they resemble aniseed. 
leaves are smooth and of a grass-green hue, resembling young angelica 
leaves, and are on foot-stalks several inches long, rising direct from the 
roots, which are like parsley roots, but not so large. seeds are the 
most efficacious part, finely po:vdered, and taken in substance in simple 


know in some it will miti the distressing symptoms. 


escen 

the quantity and im the quality of their 

be quit and thy ‘ 

In the year 1759 I was 8 years old, and m 
. Samuel Mather, of Northampton, and Dr. 

„eminent physicians in their day; and ; 

aes eee think), was sent for 

cine, of which cow-parsnip seeds were most depended 

cured, lived till December. 1834, and never hed another 

In 1771 I came to live with Dr. Sergeant, of Stockbridge, and in 177, 


a daughter, seven years old, of Mr. C. Stone, who had. moved from 
Guilford, was taken with epileptic fits. After a short time Mr. Stone, 
as he wished, and with Dr. Sergeant’s consent, went and brought the 
said Dr. Bartlet, who lodged with us; he was a gentleman in manners, 
had no nostrum, was communicative. He was waited upon by Dr. Ser- 
geant, as necessary, made his prescriptions for the patient, of which 
caw-parsnip was mostly depended on, and she was cured. 

Alter this, at a visit to my parents at Hatfield, I well — 
brother’s having fits, and my pounding the cow-parsnip seeds for hi 
1 asked my mother (who was acquainted with many medicines) whether 
she knew what Dr. Bartlet directed for brother John in 1759. She 
answered yes, and that he first cleared the stomach and bowels, but not 
with drastic medicines, and then gave alteratively 2 mineral morn- 
ing and evening, and antimonial wine twice daily a while, and purged 
again, and then cow-parsnip seeds morning and evening, continuing, the 
wine once or twice a day some longer, but not so long as the seeds; 
during the time of using the seeds, once in a week or less, to keep the 
body soluble and free of flatulences, gave of a carminative laxative 

with senna, rhubarb, a plenty of carminative seeds, some guaia- 

cum shavings, and a great plenty of raisins stoned, boiled q. s. in equal 
parts of water and proof spirits, in a covered vessel, and strained by 


— &c. 

above | have considered Dr. Bartlet’s method of practice. I 

impute to the use of said seeds the relief of numbers afflicted with the 
psy, under my observation, and one with chorea, the only case in 

which it was used. 

For mentioning it as a lactescent, I claim no merit; for when a small . 
boy I heard a good farmer say ghat some of his hay was so well filled 9 
with cow-parsnip that he esteemed it for a milch cow to as much | 
of his other best hay and two quarts of corn-meal per day. I did not 
forget it. Females in common health, yet too feeble for the house-work 

, have told me that nothing seemed to recover them from 
fatigue so thoroughly as a few doses of the cow-parsnip seeds. If the 
seed is powdered very fine (as is proper for use), it ought to be kept 
in a phial, for if enclosed in a paper, a while-after the paper may be 
saturated with oil and the seed of less value. 

Perhaps it is not more than 20 years since said plant was first seen 
in Berkshire meadows ; it evidently increases; but is mowed here too 
early, in general, to have the seeds ripen. 


I am respectful 
Stockbridge, May 22d, 1838. 
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* BOSTON, JUNE 6, 1838. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASS. MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Ox Wednesday last, according to custom, the Massachusetts Medical _ 
Society held an anniversary meeting at the Athenwum in Boston. It» 
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was, on the whole, one of the most pleasant and decided] agreeable 
meetings we have had for many years. Whatever related to usiness 
was done in good time, and to the mutual satisfaction of all the members. 
At 1 o’clock, Ebenezer Alden, M.D., of Randolph, delivered an address 
on the objects and utility of the Society, in which he embodied an exact 
history of all its operations from a small beginning to the present mo- 
ment, when its influence is felt to be of great importance to the commu- 
nity. Dr. Alden fully met the expectations of the audience, and acquit- 
ted himself with honor. Whenever the discourse is published in the 
documents preparing by the Secretary, an analysis of it may be expected 
in the Journal. Two hundred and thirteen, the number of medical or 
men present, dined together in Faneuil Hall in the afternoon. r ro- 
collections of that particular part of the anniversary are of a very 


happy character. 

t may be well to remark, that with the exception of a few additional 
counsellors, on account of an increase of population in some of the dis- 
tricts, the entire board consists of the same gentlemen who composed it 
the last year. In the second medical department, Drs. Geo. Choate, 
Geo. Osborn and Ebenezer Hunt were added; in the third, Dr. N. Cut- 
ter ; and in the Worcester district, Drs. Butler, of Worcester, Stone, of 
Hardwick, and Kendall, of Sterling. The following is a list of the 
counsellors. 

Counse.tors.—First Drs. J. Jackson, B. Shurtleff, J. 
C. Warren, J. Randall, G. C. Shattuck, W. Channing, J. Bigelow, Geo, 

> 3, J. Homans, W. Strong, J. Jeffries, G. B. Doane, 
W. Lewis, G. W. Otis, S. Morrill, J. V. C. Smith. pi 

Second Department.—Joseph Kittredge, Jeremiah fford, Abel L. 
Peirson, Andrew Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Richard 
— Briggs, — — Ed- 
ward A. Holyoke, Wyatt C. » Rufus y, Geo. Choate, Geo. 
Osborn, Hunt. | 

Third rtment.—Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, Abraham R. 
Thompson, Timoth — we Zadoc Howe, William J. Walker, Joba 
C. Dalton, Josiah Bartlett, iel Swan, John O. Green, Joshua Green, 
— Bartlett, Anson Hooker, — Cutter. Pegs — — 

ourth Department. — Stephen Batchelder, een, Edward Flint, 
Benj. F. Heywood, Charles W. Wilder, Amos Parker, George Willard, 
John Starkweather, — G. 8. P. 

—— 4 oseph H. Flint, eus F. Stone, Stephen W. 
Williams, Eli Hall, Elisha Mather, Bela B. Jones, David Bemis. 

Sizth Department.—Henry H. Childs, William H. Tyler, Asa G. 
— Royal Fowler, Robert Worthington, Alfred Perry, Hubbard 

ett. 


Seventh —Nathaniel Miller, John Bartlett, Samuel Bug- 
* — 8 „Jeremy Stimson, Rufus Wyman, Ebenezer Alden, 
oa efield. 


—Hector Orr, Nathan Hayward, Ezekiel Thaxter, 
Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman, William Gordon. C5 P 


Ninth Department.— Alexander Reed, William C. Whittredge, Andrew 
Mackie, Caleb Swan, Menzies R. Randall, William A. Gordon. 
Tenth Department. 


4 * —Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish, Paul Swift, 
Cunsons for the First Medical District, and for the Society at large.— 
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William J. Walker, Abel L. Peirson, John Ware, Edward Reynolds, Jr., 


Strong. 
Second Medi al District.—Jobn Green, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles 
W. Wilder, Benjamin Pond, William Workman. 

Third Medical District.—Stephen W. Williams, Elisha Mather, Ather- 
ton Clark, Bela B. Jones, David Bemis. 

Fourth Medical egg wen H. Childs, William H. Tyler, Alfred 
Perry, Asa G. Welch, Charles Worthington. 

The following officers were elected, on the following day, by the 
counsellors, 

George Cheyne Shattuck, M.D., of President ; Nathaniel 
Miller, M.D., of Franklin, Vice President ; John Homans, M.D., of 
Boston, ; 1 D. M. D., of Bos- 
ton, Recording Secretary ; ter nning, M.D., of Boston, Trea- 
surer ; George W. Otis, Jr., M. B., of Boston, Librarian. 

Enoch Hale, M.D., of Boston, was appointed orator for 1839. 

Committee on Publications. E ale, John Ware, John Homans. 

Commitice on Resignations.—Walter Channing, Zabdiel B. Adams, 


Dr. Alphonso Brooks, of Princeton ; Dr. James M. Smith, of West- 
field ; Dr. Delano Peirce, of Grafton ; Dr. Robert Capen, of Plymouth ; 
and Dr. Erastus Robinson, of Northborough, were elected fellows. Dr. 
Placido Portal, of Palermo, Sicily, was chosen an honorary member. 

Thus, in a compact manner, we have endeavored to record the trans- 
actions of the Society. It numbers, in the catalogue, not far from five 
hundred members in this Commonwealth alone, and long may they live, 
the promoters of the public health and human happiness. 


Operation for the Restoration of the Lower Lip.—A young man belong- 
ing to Warren, R. L., while whaling ces in the month of De- 
cember last, being in an open boat, was by a whale in such a man- 
ner as to force an oar against his face with sufficient viulence to carry 
away a portion of the anterior surface of the superior mazillary — 
and, worse still, the largest part of the under lip. Ia this unsightl 
truly melancholy condition he returned from the voyage. On presenting 
himself for advice to Dr. Lewis, of this city, he exhibited the followi 
spectacle. Although the wound, in a measure, had healed, no liquid 
eould be retained in the mouth without covering the void, formerly cot- 
— the under lip, with one hand, closely pressed against the un- 
even exposed dental wall. Besides these formidable difficulties, in 
consequence of the rent made in bones of the roof of the mouth, his 
articulation was imperfect. The saliva, unless it was controlled by 
a handkerchief, was constantly drivelling over the chin. Under these cir- 
cumstances Dr. Lewis operated on — the 2ist ult., with a view, 
primarily, of remedying the deformity. process was essentially 
similar to the common operation for hare lip—the wound being dressed 
after the admirable method of Dr. Walker, of Charlestown, whose suc- 
cess in such cases is well known in this community. Fortunately, the 
wound healed by the first intention, and the patient, to his — — 
cation, is relieved from the manifold inconveniences to which was 
subjected for the want of a lip. An artificial is to be made for 
him by Dr. eek, enable him to 
converse again in his accustomed tone of 0 


* 
* 
| | 
——— 
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This is another specimen of the skill and exhaustless ingenuity of the 
surgeons of Boston. 


Nature, Treatment, and Diseases of the Ear.—Mesers. Marsh & 
Capen will accept our thanks for a copy of this excellent work, j 
from the press of Cowperwaith & Co., Philadelphia, by Dr. 
Kramer, of Berlin. The profession will find it a valuable treatise, con- 
4 — and economical in price. On its first appearance in 
Dr. Dunglison’s Journal we were gratified, and since it has assumed the 
form of a distinct book no physician should be without it. 


Leeches.— Mr. Editor: The —1＋ a procuring leeches in our 
for the last three months, justifies the tone of your allusion to t 
scarcity in the last No. of your Journal. I have the 
ou r. . Fowles, corner street 

you that Mr. Seth W. Fowles, of Salem and Pri s, has 
made such arrangements at the South and abroad as to be able to furnish 

the cox of importation. A. splendid’ lot of Swedish leeches ‘eve 

on the cost of importation. w 

just been received. Menicvs. 


Albany Medical College.— At a meeting of the Trustees of the Albany 
Medical College, held on the 16th a. the fullowi oe ere 
appointed professors, viz. Of surgery, Alden March, M. D.; of che- 
mistry — natural history, E. Emmons; of anatomy and physiology 
James H. Armsby, M.D. ; of obstetrics and diseases of women 


children, Hen n, M. D.; of materia medica and pharmacy, D. 7 
McLachlan, M.D. ; of medical jurisprudence, Amos Dean, Esq. The 
department of theory and practice of medicine remains to be filled. 


Tumors in the Azille producing Milk.—A woman, 21 years of 
when at the eighth month of her second pregnancy, remarked, for 
first time, a tumor in each axilla. The tumors quickly enlarged, and 
soon reached the size of a hen’segg. They were insensible, and, when 
handled, gave the sensation of a hardened, — mass; when pressed 
between the fingers, they gave issue to a whitish fluid. e woman was 
delivered on the 16th of November ; the milk fever set in on the third 
day after 1 and the axillary tumors now became more enlarged, 
and di 


Bandage the Cure of Prolapsus Uteri.—Dr. Robert Thompson, of 
Columbus, for the cure or palliation of 
gealepen —— we have not an opportunity of but 
ich seems well in Dr 
has answered e makes firm pressure around the 

visoere, and supports the and 


vis, holds up the 
Wees Med. Jour. 


* 


of white fluid, resembling milk. After this period the secretion gradu- 
ally declined, the size of the tumors diminished, and when the relator of 
the case (Dr. Siebold) lost sight of the patient, the tumor had nearly to- 
tally disappeared. In addition to this case, Dr. Siebold relates two other 
instances of the secretion of milk from supernumerary nipples placed 
three or four inches below the normal ones.— Berlin Gazette. 

j 
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To Conresronpents.—W.’s interesting account of the Insane Hospitals of 
the United States, will have an insertion as soon as the present crowded state of 
our pages will permit. 

* Frederick Co., Va., Dr. Samuel Atwil Miller, 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending June 2d, 27. 2 — 14. 

Consumption, 4— infantile, 5—dropsy ou the — —croup, 2—marasmus, 2 
disease of the brain, I—dropsy, 2—burn, I—aceidental, 1—disease o Fus heart, 1—inflammation of 
the lungs, I—k lung fever, |—smallpox, 1—disease of the womb, 1—stilldorn, 2. 
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MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
will ve pupils on win 
1 ed to the tice ofthe Massachusetts General Hospital, — oe eee 
co they 8828 Instruction, by lectures or examinations, will 
given in ‘ae vintervalg of the public lectures, every week day. 


On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry, by Dr. 
On Phys rincipiee and Practice of Burger ics, and Materia Medica, 2 
On the Frine - „% Da. Lewis. 


The students vided with a room in Dr. Lewis's house, where have access toa large 
library. Li nts and — any — 0 ‘The opportunities 888 of Anato- 


ications be made to Dr. Walter Channin Tremont opposite the Hoese, 
— WALTER CH CHANNING, 
JH 
Oct. 18—tf GECRGE W. OTI 
VACCINE VIRUS. 
Gpvespens in any section of the United States can procure 2 with Pons — — 
return mail, on addressing the editor of the Boston M 2 

— eae lar, post paid, without which, no letter will be taken from tot 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tut subscribers have associated for the pu of giving medical — 2 A convenient room 
has been provided for this purpose, whieh will be open to the students at all hours. have 
access — pe — library, and every other necessary for the acquirement of 
thorou 

Opportanities will be offered for the observation of diseases and their treatment in te Dispensary 

, embracing Wards I, 2 and 3, and in cases which will be treated at the room daily. 
Instruction will be given by clinical and other lectures, and by examinations at least twice a week. 
— — will be paid to Anatomy. 
formation, applicat made at room, over anover street, or 


1 
E. WALTER 


HENRY 8. CLAR 
Boston, August 9, JOSEPH MORIARTY, MD. 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
Tas — — are associated for the 1 of instructing in all the branches of Medicine and 
Surgery. A suitable room will be prov and pupils will have the use of an extensive medical 
pee * „ for seeing the practice ‘of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the bi 
tafirmary, and of attending a course of lectures on the diseases of the e 77550 
* regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required prof 

instruction and private dissection will form a goominent 

Fot t information, apply to either of the subscribers RIES 4 


1 
Franklis Street, Nov. 9, 1836. July 19—6m JOHN it 511. 2 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscriber proposes to take a few medical students, and to connect a small school with | 
establishment for the treatment of invalids and for surgical operations. He has procu 
convenient rooms, and has secured the necessary facilities for anatomical — . demonstra- 


tions. His pupils will also have the privilege of witnessing such interesting and tant cases as 
occur in the private practice of a country physician and surgeon. SOSEP H. FLINT. 
Springfield, January, 1838. Jan. 17. 
THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. nen bi JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin St to whom all communieations 
be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Pa Part containin — the . 
numbers of the precedin acover. J.V.C.8 „M. D. Baer. 
vear in advance rthree months,and $4,00 if not paid within the r 


* 
n fees are $100—to be paid in advance. Nocredit given, except on sufficient security of some 
— 
| 
— 


